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Tho Sixty-Sutgoo- n Bill Debate.

Knowing wo can publish nothing more interest,
ing to our soldier friends, wo plftco bolow a sy-

nopsis of tho running debate in tho Senate, in
which Genoral Logan, tho gallant soldier and
tho devoted friend of soldiers, won a groat victory.
Tho debate will bo continued in our March num-

ber.
Mr. Davis, of West Virginia.' I bolicvo today thero arc

more mou improperly upon tho pension-rol- l, who aro as
nolo as you or I to earn a living, than thoro are survivors
of tho war of 1812. I boliovo to-da- y thoro aro a great
many pensioners upon tho roll who contracted no disoaso
whatever, but who have improperly and fraudulently iu
many cases gotten thoro. Wo aro told by tho Commis-
sioner, and I think at ono time wo wore told by tho
former chairman of tho Committee on Pensions, tho
Souator from Kausns, Mr. Ingalls, who is always care-
ful in his statements, that ho behoved five or six million
dollars was aimually paid out to fraudulent ponsioii claim-
ants, and tho Commissionor of Pensions now estimates
that there is in tho neighborhood of five or six millions
or 10 per cent, of tho entire amount fraudulently and im-
properly paid. Hence tho necessity of some such bill as
tho ono now ponding. Although I liavo not examined
this carefully,and 1 cannot say that I approve of all of
its features, I am sure that if some shell bill can bo passed
and go into effect, this Government will save five or six
millions a year from fraudulent pensions and punish frauds
iu many cases.

Mr. Logan. Now I should like to ask the Senator a
question rtghtLthevo. If ho thinks or if tho Commissionor
of Pensions slates to tho couutrv that ho is paying five
or six million dollars of fraudulent pension money, will
tho Senator pleaso explain to the Senate wby the Com-
missioner paid it if he knows it is fraudulent pension
money? r

Mr. Davis, of West Virginia. That is just what this
bill wants to find out ; and that is just what the Coni- -'

mitteo on Pensions now aro trying to pass tho bill for, to
find out.

Mr. Logan. The Senator cannot get one of, it in that
way. 1 say that if tho Commissioner of Pensions reports
that ho pays five or. six million dollars of pension money
that is fraudulent, ho cannot mako that report if it is
truthful unless ho knows of the fraud, and if ho does he
is a dishouesfcimau.

Mr. Davis, of West Virginia. Neither the Pension
Commissioner nor myself knew of tho fraud. 1 said it
was so estimated.

Mr. Logan. Upon what does ho estimate if he does not
know tho fraud ? Here under the statute ho has a right
to cut off auy pensioner any moment.

Mr. DAVts, &f West Virginia. We understand thai ; but
whenever a bill or an amendment is offered to cut them
off in wholesale, if they are thore, thero is some opposi-
tion to it from! come quarter. I am not referring to the
Senator from Illinois for I do not know that ho opposes it.

Mr. LooAN.fI am opposed to it.
Mr. Davis, pf West Virginia. I did not know it.
Mr. Logan. You know it now.
Mr. Davis, iof Wost Virginia. I am sorry to know it,

for I beliovo that it is his duty and mine to hunt down
pension frauds and puuish them, and not allow the tax-
payers to suffer from them.

Mr. Logan. I will not allow' the Senator to place me in
such a position, for I am as ready to hunt down frauds as
anybody ; but 1 say that a man who makes a report that
ho p'ays five or six: million dollars annually fraudulently j

is a dishonestjman unless he knows some facts to base it j

on. Ho has no right to state it unless he knows the fact. I

Ho has no right to pay tho money fraudulently, and if ho
does he should not state tho fuct unless ho can show it to j

be so. I say.tbat no such argument as that Is a fair argu- - j

rnent iu favor of a bill.
Mr. Davis,. of West Virginia. I remind tho Senator'

that neither tho Commissionor of Pensions nor myself
stated that wo knew tho fact to be so.

Mr, Logan. If you do not know the fact, you should
not state it. i

Mr. Davis, jfWest Virginia, That is the Senator's opin-
ion ; but I have an opiuion, and I have the right to state
what I believe.

Mr. Logan. I say if thero is a pensioner on tho roll who !

is receiving his money fraudulently, it is the duty of the j

Uommissioner oi rousions, under the law, to cut him oil
from the listS

Mr. Davis? of West Virginia, That is just what we
aro try.iug to do by this bill.

Mr. Logan. No, sir ; I beg tho Senator' pardon. We
shall soo whether you are trying it or not. When you
stand iu tho Senate Chamber and say that money is paid
to men fraudulently, before acousiug tho soldier who re-
ceives it dishonestly, you should know what you state to
bo a fact.

Mr. Davis, of Wost Virginia. Now,' I must take tho
floor.

Mr. Logan. Very well. You should give us some evi-
dence. Lot us have some ovidonco. Lot us have some
ovidoucc.

Mr. Davis, of West Virginia. Wo have hoard thunder
before to-da- y, Mr. President, but generally thoro was
moro in it than thoro is to-da- y.

Mr. Logan. I will only say to tho Souator tiiat ho has
hoard thunder, and so have others, but tho thunder novor
eamo from his quartor. Mr. President, I am unfortunate
sometimes, especially when I got into a colloquy with my
very gonial and kind and generous friend from West Vir-
ginia, Ho talks about thuudor. I have heard him niako
that speech boforo. It is not now to mo. He made tho
samo speech to mo once boforo, and I did not then under-
stand it because it was, in common and vulgar parlauco,
" very thin" to come from a Souator who is a groat math-motioia- n,

who is certainly entitled to much credit for tho
mathematical accuracy with which ho has demonstrated
many propositions boforo this country. I have been vory
muoh surprised at tho argument nmdo by tho Senator from
Virginia ami tho Souator from West Virginia. If you
put tho two together, although tho latter was trying to
euforco tho former, I can demonstrate, I think, that the
arguments will not hang togelhor. Tho Senator from
Virginia says ho wants this bill passed to facilitate tho
pensioners' business. I do not mistako him when I say
that. Ho says that claim agents aro opposod to it, Now,
if this bill is for facilitating of tho pousionors' business
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and tho obtaining of pensions, why should pension agents
opposo it ?

Mr. Withers. It doprivos thorn of thoir profits.
Mr, Loan. I do not understand that and cannot soo it.

Tho troublo is they got no profits unless tho ponaions are
allowod; and if pensions aro not boiug allowed tho profits
aro not derived.

Tho Senator from West Virginia says that if tho pon-siou- s

aro allowod it will cost tho Government an excessive
amount of money. Now, tho Senator says he wants to
facilitato tho obtaining of pensions, and yot ho says it
will cost an onormous amount of money to tho tax-paye- rs

of this country. I should liko to ask tho Ssnator from
Wost Virginia if ho is for this bill and it will advance tho
interests of tho pensioners, why does ho undortako to de-
monstrate this onormous amount that it will cost tho
rooplo?

Mr. Davis, of West Virginia. Will tho Senator giro
way ? ...

Mr. Logan, I will certainly givo way to tho Senator to
oxplain.

Mr. Davis, of West Virginia. I am for this bill or any
other bill that will punish tho fraudulent pensioners and
give those" justly to pensions thoir money.

Mr. Logan. That is the reason, is it?
Mr. Davis, of West Virginia. That is the reason. My

dosiro is to roach tho3o who aro receiviug pensions dis-
honestly, if thero bo such, and I believe thore are.

to reach tho dishonest ones; the honest ones I want
to pay.

Mr. Logan. Now, tho Sonafcor says ho is in favor of
this bill because it will reach fraudulent pensioners. If
that is tho merit of this bill, why all this array of figures
showing tho amount of pension money tho people have
got to pay? Has that anythiug to do with the argument
for detecting fraudulent pensioners?

Mr. Davis, ot West Virginia. 1 think it is a good bill;
and tho necessity of passing this bili or some other to
prevent tho payment of a part of this monoy itself to
fraudulent persons i3 shown, by the figures representing
our present expenditure.

Mr. Logan. Then how will it prevent frauds? Tho
Souator does not know that thero are fraudulent pen-
sioners; ho cannot demonstrate how this will prevent
fraud, how it is going to do it; and lot me call his atten-
tion and that of the chairman of tho Pensions Committee
to ono thing. Under tho law as it exists to-da- y, tho Com-
missioner of Pensions has tho right to have any pensioner
in tho United States examined by a surgeon at any time
ho sees proper. Is not that true ? The Commissioner
has tho right to send a special agent, a special deputy of
his, to examine any ponsioner in the United States, no
matter where he live, at any time. That is the law. The
Commissioner may appoint additional surgeons for exam-
inations. That is tho law now. He may appoint addi-
tional inspectors, if you may call them by that name, to
examine pensioners. That is tho law now. The Com-xnvssion- or

of Pensions may suspend any pensioner on the
roll. That is tho law. He may stop any peusioner receiv-
ing his money. That is, tho law now. Then, toll me
how it is that you want a law with moro power to stop
frauds than exists now. If tho Commissioner has power
to suspend any pensioner, has power to ne him,
has power to take new evidence, has power to send a
special agent to examine him, to bring him before a sur-
geon for examination, tell me what more power you desiro
should bo committed to his hands for the purpose of de-

tecting frauds?
With all the power that can be giveu to a man under

the laws of tho United States, that Commissioner is to-

day i he empOwored to detect fraud, to dismiss pensioners,
to "have them anywhere,at any place, by sur-
geons appointed, and to appoint additional surgeons, to
appoint additional inspectors; and with all this power you
say ho canuot detect fraud. Why, sir, give mo that power
and 1 will ask no Congress to pass a bill to onable mo to
detoct fraud

The troublo is not in the dishonest pensiouors; it is not
because of thoir intention of obtaining money fraudu-
lently. Tho troublo is that tho head that administers tho
laws is not competent for it. Thoro is tho trouble, sir.
Mako a man Commissionor of Pensions who has ability
to administer the law as it is writteu in the statutes,
and you will have no necessity for any amendment to your
pousion law.

Tho Senator from Virginia thought he had made n
great point when ho said that pension agonts wero hovor-in- g

arouud this Capitol. No pension agent has over
spokou to me, nor would I allow one in any way to influ-
ence mo iu my action in reference to this question. .1 was
sorry that ho brought that into this argument; that does
not look liko high and olovated argutnantation when a
man wishes to lug in some little thing outside to affect a
bill, and talks of pension agonts and claim agents. I
have heard that bofore; it has no terrors for me, sir.

But Senators talk about potitions being sent out by
claim agonts. Ah, sir, petitions have been sent out on
both aides. I will not say by whom on the sido that tho
Senator advocates, but equally as dishonorable a perform-
ance as tho ono on the other side if what ho states is true.
I will not dabblo iu the dirty waters of claim agents, or
any of the mud stirred up by the Commissionor of Pen-
sions, in order to either advocate aad advance this bill or
to defeat it.

What is the effect of this bill? Not to bonoft't tho
soldier, not to proteot tho Government What do you
do ! You appoint in this bill a board of surgeons in each
district. You have surgeons thero now. If they are not
competent, turn them out and put in others You have
a surgeon in almost every county. In nearly ovory county
in my State tho Pension Commissioner has' appointed
examining sorgeons, aud iu the city of Chicago thero is a
board of examining sut'gomis, and all gentlemen who
stand as high in tho medical profession as any men in
this Nation. So it is all over tho couutry. Tho surgeons
are multiplied when necossary nndor tho law as it exists,
oven down to counties, to examiuo pensioners ; aud yet
frauds cannot bo doteoted. Whoso fault is it, I ask? Is
it tho fault of the law ? It is not tho fault of tho law but
tho fault of tho administration of the law,

Mr. Cameron, of Wisconsin. What would tho Senator
have tho head of tho Pension Bureau do? Would he havo
him send a special agent to oxamino overy ono of tho
840,000 ponsiouors now on tho roll? Is that what ho
proposes to do?

Mr, Logan. No, sir ; becauso I would not suspect tho
240,000 of dishonest mou. Section 4774 of tho Rovisod
Statutes roads ;

Tho Oouvmtsfllonor of Ponstous Is authorized to organize, at
his discretion, boards of exumlnlugsurgeous.uot to exceed three

members, and ouch mcmbor of a hoard' thus organized who li
actually present and makes, la connootlon with other mombofi
or membor, an ordered or poriodloil examination, shall bo enti-
tled td'tho foo of $l,on tho roeedpt of a proper certificate of such
examination by tho Commissioner of Pensions.

Sko. 4776. Examining surgeons duly uppolntod by tho Commis-
sionor of Pensions, and such othor qualilted surgeons as may bd
omployod In tho Pension Office, may bo roquirod by him, from
time to ttmo, aB ho deem for tho Interests of the Government, to
mako special examinations of pensioners, or applicants for pen-slon,a-

such examination" shall havo precedence over
examinations, whether special or biennial but when Injustloo In
alleged to havo been uono by an examination so ordered, the
Commissioner of Pensions may, at bis discretion, select a board
ofthreo duly appointed examining surgeons, who shall moot at a
place to bo designated byhlin, and shall review .such cases as
may bo ordered bofore them on appeal from any spoolal examina-
tion, xnd tho decision of such board shall bo final on tho ques-
tions so submitted thereto, provided tho Commissioner approve
tho same, Tho compensation of each of such surgeons shall be
.'. and shall bo paid out of any annronrlatloua made for tho nav--

mont of pon3lons, In tho samo manner as tho ordinary fees of
appointed surgeons aro or may be authorized to ho paid.

Sko. 4770. Tho Secretary of the Interior Is authorized to appoint
a duly qualified surgeon us medical rofereo, who, under the con-tro- l

and direction, of tho Commissioner of Pensions, shall havo
charge of tho examination and revision of tho reports of examin-
ing surgeons, and such othor duties touching medical anclsur-glea- l

questions in tho Pension Office ua tho Interests of tho service
may demand ; and his salary shall be $'2,5u) per annum. And
tho Secretary of the Intorlor Is further authorized to uppolnt
such qualified surgeons (not exceeding four) as tho exigencies of
tho service may require, who may perform tho duties of exam-
ining surgeons when so required, and who shall be borne upon
tho rolls as olorks of tho fourth class; but such appointmonts
shall not increase tho clerical force of said bureau.

Then, in reference to the agents, ho has tho samo power
to appoint agents for tho purpose of going over the coun-
try and oxamining pensioners, aud does it, and they go
into counties and send for pon3ioners, bring them up and
examino them.

Mr. Camehon, of Wisconsin. They bring up and ox-
amino kho3e whom they suspect.

Mr. Loqaw. And whom would you examine ? That is
exactly what I am talking about. If he has tho power
to oxamino thoso who are suspected no v, what moro power
do you give this board that you want tj appoint? He has
the power now, and you do not want tho board to go call-
ing l'or every pensioner in tho United States to oxamino
him. I presume you only want a board to examine those
who aro suspected. Ho has that power now, and ho exer-
cises it ; hence I say that is the power he has now. If ho
does not exercise it and stop frauds, it is because he.is
not qualified to execute the law. - -

How Sickles Saved His Life.

The way to stop the flow of blood from a bad wound
has been so often pointed out that it is generally known,
but it is best illustrated by an actual example. When
people injured and bleeding are able to lielp themselves
by a simple process, they should certainly lovo their lives
well enough to do so.

That General Sickles is alive to-da- y is due only to his
great presence of mind. When he fell on tho field of
Gettysburg he fainted. Recovering consciousness, but
half dazed, he found he was completely away from imme-
diate help, and that blood was gushing from his leg in
jets, showing that an artery was severed.

Painfully raising himself, he found his handkerchief, ho
tied it around tho wound in such a way as to stop the flow
aud in order to secure additional Lighthess, ran his sword
handle under the handkerchief, and with all his power
twisted it around and held it so until the surgeon came
on the battle-field- . Like most persons he had read direo1
tions of what was necessaiy to be done in such emergen-
cies, but, unlike many persons, he was cool and collccied
enough to put his reading into practice when the emer-
gency came.
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Kind Words from 3Sew York. -

CeNTREVILLE, ALLEGHENY GO., T. Y.
February 14, 1881.

Editor of The National Tribune:
Beak Sir : I havo received regularly The National

Tribune for two yoars, and it seems the time has' run
out, and I now inclose fifty cents worth of postage
stamps to renew my subscription, for I feel, without your
valuable paper in the house, as though one, of the family
was gone, and that I cannot endure. You will please
commence with the February number. I have said noth-
ing about the clock you sent to mo a year ago, because I
wanted to see if it would staud the recommendation, which
it has. It is a beauty aud perfect timokeeper, and I wish
I could afford one of them in each room iu the house. I
wish I could have The National Tribune every week ;

it is the soldier's friend. It reminds me of reinforcements.
How glad we were to see
from your woll-wisho- r,

reinforcements coming. This

DAVID W. WILLIAMS'.

Attention, Soldiers

There is a large class of ox-volunt- 'officers and Tsol-dio- rs,

principally of the cavalry arm of tho service, who;
after the fall of Richmond, wero, with their commands,
ordered to tho Plains to fight Iudians, or to Texas, on tho
river Rio Grande, to watch marauding Mexicans. These
men wero mostly vetoran volunteers, and had enlisted for
" during tho war," or for one, two, or three years, " un-
less sooner discharged," by reason of tho close of tho
war. Iu all cam tho understanding, both on the part of
tho Government and tho soldier, was that when tho re-

bellion should havo been put down they would bo dis-
charged ; but when tho Government violated its contract
with these bravo men and ordered thorn to tho Plains or
to Texas, largo uumbers of thorn, having served the Gov-
ernment faithfully accoidiug to tho terms of their enlist-
ment, left for their homes, and wero marked on tho rolls
as deserters, thus forfeiting all pay, bounty, and other
allowances, excep(, probably, pension. All survivors of
this class, and the heirs of such as havo died, are ro-quest- od

to send to this paper their full names, with rank,
company, regiment, aud post-offic- e address. By so doing
they may reap an unexpected beuoilt..

Auy of our subscribers who know of any persons om-brac- od

in tho classes roforrod to will confer a favor on tho
latter by sending us thoir names, &o.t as above.

For sponge cake, tako 4 eggs, 3 oups of sugar ; beat
eggs and sugar well together ; 2 couco-cup- s of flour, 1 heap-iu- g

tablespoonful of baking-powd- er ; stir in all tho flour
that the orgs and sugar will tako up ; then add cup of
boiling wajier ; bako m a quick ovou.
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